Song of the Blankton

Tiny yet prolific, the radiant plankton of many shapes are the
source of life in the sea and for them we are grateful.

Mandala Art:

Plankton Science:

University of Hawaii biologist Petra Lenz set out
to share the fascinating world of plankton with
the hearts and minds of the Seward community.
She connected with local artist Kim McNett to
develop an interdisciplinary art project to bring
this world into the classroom. Participants
would engage in art to learn all about plankton
- their diversity, mobility, adaptations, seasonal
migration, food webs and habitats.

Plankton Mandala art embraces a mindful, creative flow-state
for participants. We use this art to express our gratitude for
the beauty, abundance and complexity of nature.

Creative forms are abundant in the world of
plankton! Students observed the living, wiggling
plankton under magnification. Wow, we saw so
many copepods, ctenophores (comb jellies), jellies
(jellyfish), chaetognaths (arrow worms) and even a
few diatoms!

Even in the cold of winter, when few phytoplankton are
around, the abundance and diversity of zooplankton in
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Resurrection Bay is very high! Perhaps you can

identify the plankton
and other marine life in
the mandala art?

In the fall of 2025, Petra, her former
student Lauren Block and Kim
traveled to Seward to bring this
collaboration to the Alaska Sealife
Center and the Seward Middle

Students used shape stencils on templated discs
School.

to create unique geometric designs. Then, using
an assortment of art media, including paint
markers and liquid watercolor, plankton subjects
became synthesized in the artwork. Through
layering and repeating in a radial flow, many
biological patterns emerged.

Lauren went out on the R/V Nanug.
Equipped with large plankton nets
she brought up plankton from below

000 ft, where plankton had settled

Block et al., Progress in Oceanography, 2026 for OvVEerwi nterl ng'

Art by Kim McNett - Science by Petra H. Lenz & Lauren N. Block - Coordination by Katie Gavenus This project was inspired by University of Hawaii research scientist Petra Lenz, Lauren Block (UHM), and award-winning artist-naturalist Kim McNett.
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